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CalECSE is a technical assistance project funded under the CDE that  supports Local Educational Agencies (LEAs), 
Special Education Local Plan Areas (SELPAs), County Offices of Educations (COEs), and other Agency Partners in the 
areas of Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)  Part C to B Transitions, Preschool Assessment Practices, and 
Preschool Child Find by providing technical assistance, professional learning, and demonstration of tangible practices 
that have been proven successful. 

CalECSE leverages collaboration amongst agencies, disseminates resources, highlights existing exemplar 
practices, and provides direct technical assistance to improve the capacity, knowledge, collaboration, and 
implementation of evidence-based practices across agencies throughout California. 

The CalECSE Network is committed to improving outcomes for children and their families by eliminating and 
addressing barriers to successful transition for California’s youngest children with disabilities. 
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Interested in joining a local
 Community of Practice (CoP) for 

practitioners who support children ages 
zero to five ? 

Find our full schedule of 
regional CoPs at: 
https://www.calecse.org/ne 
ws-resources/communities-
of-practice 

https://www.calecse.org/news-resources/communities-of-practice
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Given the complex needs of English learners with Disabilities, the Imperial County SELPA provides statewide in-person 
and virtual training opportunities for teachers, teacher-leads/coaches, support personnel, general & special 
education service providers, and administrators. 

The Imperial County SELPA is committed to building the collective efficacy of general & special educators and their 
leaders, within every SELPA, to advance the achievement of English learners with Disabilities locally and across the 
state. 

The statewide system of support (SSOS) is comprised of state-funded initiatives to provide coordinated, needs-based, 
and differentiated resources and support to LEAs. Through the legislative charge, Ed Code Section 52073, Imperial 
County SELPA was selected to provide evidence-based best practices, resources and training to LEAs for students with 
disabilities who are also English Learners. 

About Project MuSE: Improving Outcomes for 
Multilingual Students with Exceptional Needs 

Funded by the CDE 
https://multilingual-swd.org/ 

https://multilingual-swd.org/
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Session Outcomes 

1. Leveraging Home Language and Culture 

2. Best Practices for Equitable Assessment 

3. Understanding the Nuances of Dual Language Learner (DLL) 

Assessment 

4. Interpreting & Using Assessment Data 



#Collective Commitment 

“...ensuring the academic success, 
linguistic progress, and 
social-emotional well-being of English 
learners with disabilities is a shared 
responsibility of all members of the 
school system. Working together with 
parents and families, school and 
district professionals can promote 
educational equity by ensuring that 
all English learners participate in the 
highest quality teaching and learning 
experiences.” https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/docum 

ents/ab2785guide.pdf 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/documents/ab2785guide.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/documents/ab2785guide.pdf


Calibrating Our 
Understanding 



Multilingualism in California's Schools 
California is home to one of the largest populations of multilingual 
learners in the United States. 
• Of California's 5.8 million students, 2.3 million (nearly 

40 percent) bring the asset of a home language other 
than English. 

• 1.1 million currently identified as English Learner (EL) 
students (18 percent of the K-12 population; largest 
population in the nation). 

• 1.2 million were either initially fluent English 
proficient (IFEP) or reclassified as fluent English 
proficient (RFEP). 

• Of the 799,980 students with disabilities in grades 
TK–12, around 187,756, or 25 percent, are EL 
students with disabilities. 

Source of this information can be found at: https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/ 

https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/


Multilingual Learner Terminology 
Dual Language 
Learner (DLL) 

Multilingual Learner (ML) in 
Transitional Kindergarten (TK) 

English Learner (EL) Lifelong language 
learning 

(If identified) in 
PS/Pre-K (If identified) in TK (If identified) in K-12 

Beyond K-12 and 
following 

reclassification 

Supports to help 
the child maintain 
and develop their 
home language in 
addition to English 

Indicates that a student may 
have had multilingual 

experiences and may benefit 
from additional language 

support; services-first 
approach. Identification is 

based on answers to the Home 
Language Survey. 

Ensure the pupil receives 
appropriate programming 
and instructional supports 

to attain English proficiency 
and develop high levels of 
academic achievement in 

English; provision of services 
until reclassification 

Individuals continue 
to build increasing 

breadth, depth, and 
complexity in 

comprehending and 
communicating in 

one or more 
languages in a wide 
variety of contexts 

AB 1363 Every Student Succeeds Act, 
Title III, Part A 



Serving DLL & ML Students 
● Fifty-nine percent of California children from birth to five, speak a 

language other than English in the home. 

● 59 percent of children enrolled in California State Preschool Program 

(CSPP) are identified as Dual Language Learners (DLLs) in September 

2024. 

● Develop a systematic approach for providers to identify & support DLLs 

in CSPP. 

○ Recommendation from the Master Plan for Early Learning and 

Care: California for All Kids 

○ Aim of Assembly Bill (AB) 1363 

● The California Department of Education (CDE) DLL Support Web Page 

○ https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/ci/dllsupport.asp 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/ci/dllsupport.asp


From CDE EED Division Joint CABE 2025 Presentation with SED, MSD, & Project MuSE 

Languages Most Used by DLLs in CSPP, Fiscal Year 2024–25, Q1 

Data Source: Preschool Language Information System, Fiscal Year (FY) 2024–25, Q1
                  California Preschool Data Collection, September 2024 



Top Three Disability Categories: Preschool Setting 

DataQuest: http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/ 

Disability Number Percentage 
Speech or Language Impairment 25,561 25.7% 
Autism 24,219 24.3% 
Other Health Impairment 2,014 2% 

http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest


● Strategies for incorporating 

students' experience and 

backgrounds 

● Promote engagement 

Leveraging Home Language and Culture 



Used to help identify the language or 

languages a child is exposed to at home and 

in their community; which languages the 

child understands; and which languages the 

child can speak (communicate). 

Note: These tools have been adapted to be more inclusive of the deaf and hard 

of hearing community. 

Please see the Family Language Instrument at 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/search/searchresults.asp?cx=001779225245372747843:gpfwm5r 
hxiw&output=xml_no_dtd&filter=1&num=20&start=0&q=family%20language%20instrume 
nt   

CSPP DLL Identification Tools (1) 

From CDE EED Division Joint CABE 2025 Presentation with SED, MSD, & Project MuSE 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/search/searchresults.asp?cx=001779225245372747843:gpfwm5rhxiw&output=xml_no_dtd&filter=1&num=20&start=0&q=family%20language%20instrument
https://www.cde.ca.gov/search/searchresults.asp?cx=001779225245372747843:gpfwm5rhxiw&output=xml_no_dtd&filter=1&num=20&start=0&q=family%20language%20instrument
https://www.cde.ca.gov/search/searchresults.asp?cx=001779225245372747843:gpfwm5rhxiw&output=xml_no_dtd&filter=1&num=20&start=0&q=family%20language%20instrument


This Interview between families and program staff is 

used to build relationships; identify and support the 

strengths and interests of the child; identify the 

language background of the child; and the needs of 

parents, guardians, or family members to support 

the language and development of the child. 

Note: These tools have been adapted to be more inclusive of the deaf and hard of hearing 

community. 

From CDE EED Division Joint CABE 2025 Presentation with SED, MSD, & Project MuSE 

CSPP DLL Identification Tools (2) 

Please see the Family Language and Interest Interview  at 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/search/searchresults.asp?cx=001779225245372747843:gpfwm5r 
hxiw&output=xml_no_dtd&filter=1&num=20&start=0&q=family%20language%20and%20i 
nterest%20interview 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/search/searchresults.asp?cx=001779225245372747843:gpfwm5rhxiw&output=xml_no_dtd&filter=1&num=20&start=0&q=family%20language%20and%20interest%20interview


Appendix 4.2 

DLL, MLL, & EL Data Gathering Tools: Parent Input and 
Involvement 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rukbEhV8sbU4mHFdMi1XNINg6ZcI4Lwd/view


Let’s Jump 
Into It 



The Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act (IDEA) requires that all students referred 
for assessment, in determining eligibility for 
special education, receive an assessment that 
meets the requirements found in: 

Assessment for Special Education Eligibility 

Code of Federal Regulations 
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/subtitle-B/chapter-III/part-300/subpart-D/subject-g 
roup-ECFRcdd53b28839f370/section-300.304 

California Legislation 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectio 
nNum=56320. 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/subtitle-B/chapter-III/part-300/subpart-D/subject-group-ECFRcdd53b28839f370/section-300.304
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=56320


“Assessments are administered in the 
child’s native language or other mode of 
communication and in the form, most 
likely to yield accurate information on 
what the child knows and can do 
academically, developmentally, and 
functionally, unless it is clearly not 
feasible to do so.” 
[34 CFR §300.304 (c)(ii)] 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act 
(IDEIA) ‘04 and Assessment of English Learners 



1. Be in a language easily understood by the 

general public; 
2. Be provided in the primary language of the 

parent or guardian or other mode of 

communication used by the parent or guardian, 

unless to do so is clearly not feasible; 

3.   Explain the type of assessments to be conducted; and 

4.   States that no individualized education program will result from the 

assessment without the consent of the parent. 

Developing the Assessment Plan for Children who are 
Dual Language Learners (DLLs) 



In addition to the assessment plan requirements, the proposed written 
assessment plan shall include: 

● a description of any recent assessments conducted, including any 
available independent assessments and any assessment information 
the parent requests to be considered; please see California Education 
Code 56321 
https://codes.findlaw.com/ca/education-code/edc-sect-56321/ 

● information indicating the pupil’s primary language and the pupil’s 
language proficiency in the primary language as determined by EC 
52164.1 at Code of Federal Regulations 
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/subtitle-B/chapter-III/part-30 
0/subpart-D/subject-group-ECFRcdd53b28839f370/section-300.304 

● Please see California Legislation 5 CCR 3022 at 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCo 
de=EDC&sectionNum=52164.1. 

Assessment Plan & Considerations for DLLs 

https://codes.findlaw.com/ca/education-code/edc-sect-56321/
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/subtitle-B/chapter-III/part-300/subpart-D/subject-group-ECFRcdd53b28839f370/section-300.304
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/subtitle-B/chapter-III/part-300/subpart-D/subject-group-ECFRcdd53b28839f370/section-300.304
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=52164.1
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=52164.1


● Language difference versus 

potential disability 

● Code-switching & 

translanguaging 
● Assessment outcomes 

Understanding the Nuances of DLL Assessment 



Understanding the Nuances of DLL Assessment

https://cpin.us/sites/default/files/fcab_resources/fcab_res_eld/fcab_eld_pel2012/CH5/handouts/5A_Stages_v5.pdf


● Variety of assessment methods, 

including observation, 

interviews, portfolios, and 

performance-based tasks 

Best Practices for Equitable Assessment 



Appendix 4.6 Appendix 4.7Appendix 3.3 Appendix 4.4 

DLL, Multilingual Learner (MLL), & EL Data Gathering 
Tools: Observation Collection 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1A826TaeJahs1FZ54AVDC7yGcGWE6Z5-J/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IUPXeRe3rT1qQuxeRu3p77XkpO6cpksS/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QQq3H0SdXYTx1227I0Gr0WFtPimTXwNc/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-d_hCHyZphBxBmghIrpWutRQYo0yTD-q/view


https://multilingual-swd.org/infographics 

Language of Assessment Options 

https://multilingual-swd.org/infographics
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sETLtVJ6KxPGtkh_DSmVYfK3O1uieBiS/view


Use of Interpreters for Bilingual Assessments 

Prepare, Prepare, Prepare… 
Prior to assessment work with your interpreter 
● Know what tests are being administered 
● Be prepared for the assessment to take extra time 
● Ensure that the interpreter speaks the same dialect as the student 
● Administer only the tests that the interpreter has been trained to assist in 

administering. 
● Prepare for the assessment 

● Debrief with the interpreter 



Different from assessments of older children 

Dynamic, flexible, creative, play-based, 

standardized measures may not work 

Parents/caregivers important source of 

information/integral to assessment 

Observations crucial: California Code of 

Regulations, Title 17 Section 52084(e) 

requires evaluations and assessments to be 

conducted in “natural environments” 
From CalECSE presentation 2023 

Language and Learning Assessment 



Cognitive & Pre-academic Skills Speech & Language Adaptive Behavior 

Motor/Sensory Social-Emotional & Behavior 

From CalECSE presentation 2023 

Comprehensive Early Childhood Evaluation: 
Looking at the Whole Child 



Assessment of Dual Language Learners 

Please see previous CalECSE Assessment Practices ABCs of Early Childhood Assessments: 
https://calecse.org/news-resources    

https://calecse.org/news-resources


Appendix 4.1 
Potential Bilingual Assessment Tools 

Inventory Lists 

Guidelines regarding a comprehensive evaluation 
refer to all students suspected of qualifying for 
special education services and are contained in 34 
CFR 300.304 and Section 1414 of the Act. 

Assessment of Dual Language Learners 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MEfcfPoCVTVHGbqzdDFpLnBUm6ZnClMy/view?usp=sharing


Never rely on a single measure for eligibility or never rule out 
eligibility because of single measure. 

Use your clinical 
judgement by considering 
the whole picture, and by 
always cross-referencing 
information from the 
intake and assessment. 



Nondiscriminatory Evaluation: 

● Instruments used must be valid for the purpose in question and must be administered by trained 
personnel. 

● Must evaluate specific areas of need not just general intelligence (i.e., academic, social, emotional, 
fine and/or gross motor skills, etc.) 

● Must reflect aptitude not sensory limitations or lack of English language fluency. 

● Cannot be related to limited school experiences (i.e. excessive absences). Districts may ask if the child 
has a diagnosis which may assist the multidisciplinary team in making its decision. 

● Cannot be delayed while waiting for a diagnosis or evaluation from an outside individual. 

● Must include information related to enabling the student to be involved in and progress in the 

general curriculum or, for preschool students, to participate in appropriate activities. 

(20 USD 1414(b)(2)(A)(ii)) 



• informing differentiated 

instruction 
• targeting language needs 
• targeting content needs, 

• communicating effectively with 

families. 

Using Assessment Data 



Culturally and 
Linguistically 
Appropriate Special 
Education Eligibility 
Assessment Processes 
Checklist 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rDUpiLCDgr6YhEFlxVjacGTVQCKlYe 
XY/view 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rDUpiLCDgr6YhEFlxVjacGTVQCKlYe
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rDUpiLCDgr6YhEFlxVjacGTVQCKlYeXY/view


Self-Assessment Resource 
Please see best practices for Culturally and 

Linguistically Comprehensive Assessments for 

English Learners at https://multilingual-swd.org 

You may complete as: 

● Individual 
● Partners 
● Teams 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc_RmvngMiW_RMnx9gCcuNheu7Nn13bQJbhk7aiir0QqkgL 
GA/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0 

https://multilingual-swd.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc_RmvngMiW_RMnx9gCcuNheu7Nn13bQJbhk7aiir0QqkgL


Consider a redacted report that has been shared with you or your own report: 

Were all elements addressed in the report? 
i) If Yes, CONGRATULATIONS! How can you further share the 

knowledge, expertise, and support to other assessors? 

ii) If No… 
a. What are some obstacles that may have kept the 

assessor from meeting each element in their 
assessment practices and/or report? 

b. How might you ensure that moving forward 
assessments will be conducted and reports written as 
to ensure cultural and linguistic practices are in place? 

Best Practices for Culturally and Linguistically 
Comprehensive Assessment Reports of English Learners 



Resources 

https://multilingual-swd.org/ 

https://multilingual-swd.org/


Appendix 4.8 

DLL, MLL, & EL Data Gathering Tools: Parent Report 
Individual Education Program Development 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1smMseCiATgj89M1zuY2vhR8T7C3HrFm1/view


Explore additional 
appendices to support 
your work serving dually 
identified students 

Translated Resources in Spanish, Arabic 
and Vietnamese can be found at: 
https://multilingual-swd.org/ca-practitio 
ners-guide-appendices 

https://multilingual-swd.org/ca-practitioners-guide-appendices
https://multilingual-swd.org/ca-practitioners-guide-appendices


SLIDESMANIA.COM 

Archived Modules
All our learning opportunities are free of charge 
and are open to participants statewide, regardless 
of role or assignment including:

• Administrators Online Institute: 60-minute
sessions with the “must-knows” of dually
identified students.

• Toolkit Institutes: 60-minute sessions where
practitioners explore a “to-go” resource for
immediate implementation.

Access our recorded modules here: 
https://multilingual-swd.org/recorded-modules 

https://multilingual-swd.org/recorded-modules


Multiple Entry Points
Whatever your role is in your LEA, COE, or regional MDT you can 
expect to find the following:

• Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) related to serving dually
identified students

• Student Scenarios – Exemplars of Best Practices in action

• Infographics

Please see Project MuSE website at https://multilingual-swd.org/

FAQs https://multilingual-swd.org/ca-practitioners-guide-faqs 

Scenarios
https://multilingual-swd.org/ca-practitioners-guide-

student-scenarios

Infographics
https://multilingual-swd.org/infographics

https://multilingual-swd.org/
https://multilingual-swd.org/ca-practitioners-guide-faqs
https://multilingual-swd.org/ca-practitioners-guide-student-scenarios
https://multilingual-swd.org/ca-practitioners-guide-student-scenarios
https://multilingual-swd.org/infographics


Thank You!

multilingual-swd.org 

http://multilingual-swd.org


Share Your Feedback for a Chance to Win 
CalECSE 2026 Symposium Registration 

Please help us improve our practice and 
complete the zoom survey following this 
session. 

After doing so, you will be entered into a 
raffle to win a free registration to 
CalECSE’s 4th Annual Symposium to be 
held in Northern California October 20–21, 
2026. Valued at over $500. 



Interested in joining a local
 Community of Practice (CoP) for 

practitioners who support children ages 
zero to five ? 

Find our full schedule of 
regional CoPs at: 
https://www.calecse.org/ne 
ws-resources/communities-
of-practice 

https://www.calecse.org/news-resources/communities-of-practice
https://www.calecse.org/news-resources/communities-of-practice
https://www.calecse.org/news-resources/communities-of-practice


Find our full line-up of no-cost trainings at: 
https://www.calecse.org/news-resources/calecse-tra 
ining-calendar 

@CalECSE 

@Cal_ECSE 

@CalECSE 

@CalECSE 

@Cal_ECSE 

Follow Us On Social Media 

https://www.calecse.org/news-resources/calecse-training-calendar
https://www.calecse.org/news-resources/calecse-training-calendar
http://facebook.com/CalECSE
https://www.instagram.com/cal_ecse/
https://www.youtube.com/@CalECSE
http://www.linkedin.com/company/calecse
http://www.twitter.com/Cal_ECSE
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